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Boston, MA:  In Gyre, Michelle Lougee is showing vibrant and tactile woven sea creatures 

created from plastic bags.  Using a labor-intensive process, Lougee has produced colorful, 

whimsical, and lifelike interpretations of sea life including jellyfish, anemone, coral, and sea 

cucumber.  The central piece in the exhibit is called Octoplas.  Over 500 grocery bags have 

been transformed into the large, octopus-like creature.  Gyre also includes Filter Feeder, an 

interpretation of basic sea life affected by changes to the environment.   

The work is inspired by the Eastern Garbage Patch, a large concentration of plastic and other 

debris that has been accumulated and trapped by the currents of the North Pacific Gyre.  As 

the plastic breaks down, particles become small enough for marine life to ingest, thus 

entering the food chain. 

Lauren O'Neal of Art New England writes, "Michelle Lougee visualizes rich, contentious 

territory, raising questions about esthetics and ethics," and that her work is "a mix of whimsy 

and unease."  Lougee’s work strives to walk the line between humor and message.  Her 

playful poignant sculptures are a joy to behold, yet burden a guilty conscience. 

Michelle Lougee is an environmental artist, sculptor and ceramicist.  Lougee’s work can also 

be viewed at the Peabody Essex Museum this summer in Trash Menagerie.  Her artwork has 

been shown in exhibits at many New England museums, including Chesterwood, The 

Fitchburg Art Museum, The Danforth Museum and The Art Complex Museum.  She holds a 

M.F.A. and a B.F.A. from Boston University and lives in Cambridge. 

For more information contact: 

  Jean Mineo, Director    Michelle Lougee 

617.482.7781     617.868.2747 

director@bostonsculptors.com  mail@mlougee.com 

www.bostonsculptors.com   www.mlougee.com  
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